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second Emperor of the T-ang dynasty. For though, as
has been seen, the writer uses the term Ta T'ang, yet the
context shews he had in his mind only, or chiefly, Tkai
Tsung. The founder of the T*ang dynasty, it should be
remembered, was neither a hero nor a man of extra-
ordinary genius, and he came near being a prig and a
hypocrite. His loyalty and honour were questioned in his
lifetime, and history has given him several black marks.
"While sick of ambition, he was infirm of purpose, and
wishing to do right he was easily swayed to do what was
wrong. He had undoubted abilities, a happy knack of
turning events to his advantage, and a plausible manner
with friends and foes. But all his success in later life,
and the fame of his reign were largely due to the son
who succeeded him on the throne. This son, T'ai Tsung,
meets us several times in the pilgrim's wanderings, and
it will help us to understand and appreciate the passage
now before us and the references to him in other parts
of the work, if we recall some particulars of his life and
character.

The Li family, from which the founder of the T'^pg
dynasty sprang, claimed to have a long and illustrious line
of ancestors, many of whom had deserved well of the State.
The founder himself, whose name was Yuan (^ $g), was
born at Ch'ang-an, and was related to the family of the
reigning dynasty, the Sui, He was a hereditary nobleman
with the title T'ang Kung, and he served with distinction
under Sui Yang Ti (601 to 616). But that despot could
not brook Yuan, who was gaining favour with army and
people, and he tried to get rid of him.

At this time the two eldest sons of Li Yuan were also
in the public service, and it is with the younger of these
that we are now concerned. This boy, who seems to have
been extraordinary from a very early stage of his life, was
born in the year 597. "When he was four years of age a
mysterious stranger, dressed like a professional scholar,
came one day to Li Yuan's house. Professing to be able
to read fortunes, this stranger recognised Yuan as destined